Different ways of procuring social research in government 

The Social Research Association, with a grant from the Nuffield Foundation, has commissioned Carol Goldstone Associates to carry out a small scale study of how social research is commissioned by national statutory bodies. 
The research aims to:

· provide an overview of current procurement arrangements;

· examine the ways that current procurement procedures are perceived to facilitate or constrain the development of constructive relationships between commissioners and suppliers;
· explore the ways that different procurement procedures are perceived to affect the choice of researchers, the research methods used and the quality of the final outputs. 

In particular the study will examine the use of Framework Agreements as a mechanism for procuring research. Comparisons will be drawn between procurement through framework agreements and project based competitive tendering and will involve:

· Mapping current arrangements used by Central Government departments and a number of major NDPBs.

· Case studies of at least three organisations, using different procurement methods, to ascertain the views of procurement and research staff within the organisation and suppliers of social research including market research agencies, academic institutions, social research organisations and management consultancies.

· A workshop involving representatives of both commissioning bodies and suppliers to refine the results that are emerging.

The research outputs will help commissioners and social research practitioners to identify and develop effective and constructive commissioning arrangements.
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