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Supporting social science in government
The professional support units for the Government Economic Service (GES) and the Government Social Research Service (GSR) have merged. The resulting synergies and efficiencies will allow the dedicated support for these two professional communities to be maintained, recognising that excellent analysis and evidence for government will be just as essential within a smaller civil service. 
The merged team is called the Government Economic and Social Research (GESR) team. To ensure professional resilience for GSR, and so that the GESR team leader post can potentially be held by either a member of the GES or GSR, a new Head of Analytical Development for GSR is being appointed, at GSR Senior Principal Research Officer level, to work in parallel with the Head of Analytical Development for the GES.

The GES and GSR will continue to have distinct analytical identities and contributions, even while building on the much closer integration of the analytical professional community in government over recent years.  This integration has seen the continued strengthening of the cross-leadership networks linking GES and GSR to provide a collective voice to champion analysis in government by: 


1. The Heads of Analysis Group (HoAs). HoAs is chaired by the Permanent Secretary of HM Treasury Sir Nicholas Macpherson. Its other members are the Government Chief Scientific Adviser Sir John Beddington, the Chief Economic Adviser to the Treasury Dave Ramsden, the National Statistician Jill Matheson, the Head of Service for Government Operational Researcher Tony O’Connor and the Joint Heads of the Government Social Research Service Richard Bartholomew and Jenny Dibden. 


2. The Departmental Directors of Analysis Network (DDAN). DDAN is chaired by the National Statistician and comprised mainly of senior GES and GSR members. 


3. An Analytical Coordination Working Group (ACWG). This provides support for both HoAs and DDAN.
The new GESR team provides the secretariat and professional support for all three groups. 

Professional support for the Government Statistical Service, the Government Operational Research Service and Government Science and Engineering will continue to be managed through existing arrangements with the National Statistician’s Office, HMRC and the Government Office for Science. Recruitment to government analytical professions continues through the new analytical fast stream, which is exempt from the current recruitment freeze.
For more information please contact: Andy Ross GESR Team Leader at andrew.ross@hmtreasury.gsi.gov.uk. Telephone 
020 7 270 4615
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