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The SRA will be launching an "Ethics Forum" on 29th January 2008 designed to support members confronting ethical dilemmas in their research work. Ethical scrutiny of research has grown rapidly in all areas of enquiry – academic, government, and health. There has been less emphasis on ethical practice and there is continuing and growing need to maintain awareness of the ethical implications of social research. The SRA is responding to a need for ongoing mentoring support.

The forum is made up of members of the SRA [see below] who will have had considerable combined experience of social research across the different sectors. It will operate in a ‘virtual’ capacity – receiving requests for information and advice by e-mail (with a guarantee of anonymity if this is sought). The “problem” will be circulated to some or all members of the forum for each to offer comment, which will then be synthesized and fed back to the enquirer. As with all ethical queries there are bound to be differences of opinion and the enquirer may have to choose from a range of proposed options.

We plan to turn around the response within a few days – at most a week – so that projects need not be excessively delayed. We also hope, with enquirers’ permission, to place some of the queries and our proposed resolution in the form of anonymised “case studies” on the SRA website. We will never claim our responses to be definitive, rather our views of the best choices to make given the problem. 

This is a group peer mentoring opportunity. The recommendations can only have the status of the collective opinions of the members of the Forum. Ultimately the steps taken to resolve any ethical problem must be taken by the enquirer – although it may help to be able to justify those steps in light of experienced judgment provided by a significant professional association. 

Ron Iphofen   

Convener of the SRA Ethics Forum

( r.iphofen@bangor.ac.uk)

Members currently include: 

Anne Corden

Barbara Doig

Roger Jowell

Janet Lewis

Jean Martin

Malcolm Rigg

Ceridwen Roberts

Anthea Tinker

Alan Hedges

Further members are being sought

 
