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The Social Research Association in Scotland

Quality in Social Research

27 and 28 March 2012

CoSLA Conference Centre – Edinburgh

For mid-career and senior social researchers working in a wide variety of sectors and settings

Promoting and assessing ‘quality’ in social research is now a major consideration. In this time of economic cut backs maintaining quality in newly commissioned or in-house research, and appraising quality when reviewing published material are of vital importance.

In practice, however, assessing quality in social research remains a difficult and contentious area. Not only do many different approaches and criteria exist, but questions about the desirability, feasibility, status, scope and application of quality standards remain unresolved. 

This course offers insight into how to deal with the “quality issue” for both qualitative and quantitative research.  

During the two-day course, participants will 

· review their own quality standards,

· become familiar with key debates and issues in assessing quality (both philosophical and practical),

· learn about a range of quality assessment tools, 

· practice applying criteria to different types of research activities: proposals, conduct,  outputs (articles, journals, books),

· understand the respective strengths and weaknesses of formal and informal assessment, and
· form their own opinions about key issues and challenges in the quality field
all with the outcome of developing the confidence to critically appraise the value of different criteria and approaches to quality assessment. 

This course is taught by Dr. Pamela Campanelli and Liz Spencer who have over fifty years research and training experience between.  They believe in 

· delivering courses that are lively and engaging 

· foster an informal and interactive atmosphere 

· communicate concepts in a straightforward and accessible way 

· illustrate our material through the use of ‘real life’ examples 

· provide workshops to put theory into practice 

· include small group work where participants can work together, exchanging views and experience 
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Dr. Pamela Campanelli, the tutor for the quantitative side, is a Survey Methods Consultant, Chartered Statistician and Chartered Scientist. She received her Ph.D. in statistics from the London School of Economics, and an M.A. in Survey Research Methods from the University of Michigan. Pamela has worked at the University of Michigan, the US Bureau of the Census and has been Chief Research Officer at the Institute for Social and Economic Research and a Research Director at the National Centre for Social Research. Her main interests are in the study of survey error and data quality issues, focusing on both the data collection and analysis side. In addition to her consultancy work and courses for the SRA, Pamela regularly teaches for CASS (Centre for Applied Social Surveys), CCSR (Centre for Census and Survey Research), the Royal Statistical Society, for various government departments and research institutes, and for a wide range of universities both in the UK and abroad. She is currently working on a joint ESRC grant which explores the portability of question formats across different methods of data collection.

Liz Spencer, the tutor for the qualitative side, is an independent research consultant with more than thirty years’ experience of qualitative research.  She has held research posts at the London School of Economics, The London Graduate School of Business Studies, the Universities of Kent and Essex, and was a Research Director in the Qualitative Unit at the National Centre for Social Research, where, together with Jane Ritchie, she developed and pioneered ‘Framework’, a matrix base approach to qualitative data analysis. In addition to teaching for the SRA, Liz teaches short courses at the Universities of Essex and Hong Kong. She has recently been appointed an academician of the Academy of Social Sciences.

The cost to attend this two-day course is £345.00 for SRA members/£445.00 

for non-members. 

(NB: There are a limited number of discounted places for students, unwaged, retired  or sole traders. Please enquire.

To become a member of SRA please visit – www.the-sra.org.uk - or contact  Lindsay Adams

To book your place, please complete the attached booking form and return it to SRA Scotland, c/o Adams Associates, 590 Queensferry Road, Edinburgh, EH4 6AT or fax to 0131 538 6247.  For further information please contact Lindsay Adams on 0131 538 6247 or send an email to Lindsay.adams@blueyonder.co.uk
