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QUANTITATIVE RESEARCH TRAINING COURSES

Getting to grips with survey sampling

25 April 2012

“One way to ruin an otherwise well-conceived survey is to use a convenience sample rather than one which is based on a probability design” (Ferber et al, 1980).  Do you have the right sampling design for your study?

This course introduces participants to what survey sampling is, why it is important, and how it is implemented.  It focuses on the practical aspects as well as a bit of the maths.  Content includes:

· types of samples (probability versus non-probability)

· how to construct a “sampling frame” 

· types of probability samples (e.g., simple random, systematic, stratified, multi-stage clustered, unequal probabilities of selection).  

· what “sampling error” is 

· the role of sampling error in confidence intervals

· how to determine sample size 

· a very brief introduction to the effects of different types of sample designs on confidence intervals

PLEASE BRING A CALCULATOR WITH A SQUARE ROOT FUNCTION.

The day will be led by Dr Pamela Campanelli. Pamela is a Survey Methods Consultant, Chartered Statistician and Chartered Scientist. She received her Ph.D. in statistics from the London School of Economics, and an M.A. in Survey Research Methods from the University of Michigan. Pamela has worked at the University of Michigan, the US Bureau of the Census and has been Chief Research Officer at the Institute for Social and Economic Research and a Research Director at the National Centre for Social Research. Her main interests are in the study of survey error and data quality issues, focusing on both the data collection and analysis side. In addition to her consultancy work and courses for the SRA, Pamela regularly teaches for CASS (Centre for Applied Social Surveys), CCSR (Centre for Census and Survey Research), the Royal Statistical Society, for various government departments and research institutes, and for a wide range of universities both in the UK and abroad. 

In 2006 Pamela co-founded Q2 Training Complete with Liz Spencer. Both Pamela and Liz are dedicated to providing research training that is lively and engaging, communicating concepts in a straightforward and accessible way and providing workshops to put theory into practice.
The cost to attend is

1 day - £185 members/£285 non-members

2 days - £345 members/£445 non-members

3 days - £480 members/£580 non-members

4 days - £600 members/£700 non-members

To become a member of SRA please visit – www.the-sra.org.uk or contact Lindsay

We offer a limited number of discounted places for full-time students and small charities. If you would like to apply for a discounted place, please contact Lindsay.

To book your place, please complete the attached booking form and return it to SRA Scotland Administrator, 590 Queensferry Road, Edinburgh, EH4 6AT or fax to 0131 538 6247.  For further information please contact Lindsay Adams on 0131 538 6247 or send an email to

Lindsay.adams@blueyonder.co.uk. 
